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New Player 

Find Your Webcast 

 
Archive webcasts can now be seen in a               
radically improved manner.  

The webcast is now in the centre of your com-
puter monitor – and it is expandable.                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The agenda point and speaker appear above 
the image. The links to index points (timed 
agenda points) speakers, timed slides and  
presentations are now on the left. When you 
click any of them, they appear on the right. 

It’s nicely interactive and easy to interpret. To 
use this option, click V6 Compact in the top 
right of your screen. 

Tag cloud/RSS Feeds 

 
South Yorkshire Joint Authorities share a    
webcasting micro site at  
www.southyorks.public-i.tv   
Immediate past webcasts and upcoming web-
casts are listed chronologically on the home 
page.  
A six month archive is available which now 
identifies webcasts by authority to make  
searching easier.  

 
We’ve started tagging             
webcasts.  
 
You can identify from a key 
word list which interest you and 
follow a particular theme, e.g., 
budget debates.  
 
You can also set up an auto-
matic alert (RSS Feed) when a 
subject of interest to you ap-
pears in an archived webcast. 

12,000 and rising 

Remember that button 
 
Please remember to switch your microphone 
on when you speak (and off when you have 
finished.)  
More important even 
than your  image, the 
viewer needs to hear 
your contribution to the      
debate. 

 
The viewing of webcasts of the Joint Authori-
ties now exceeds 12,000 in a 23 month       
period. An average 23 viewings take place 
live of Police Authority meetings. There were 
52 live viewings of a Fire Authority meeting 
just before Christmas considering new      
rostering proposals. The Transport Authority 
is attracting an average 116 viewings of the 
archive webcasts. And the 8 webcasts of 
Pensions Authority meetings have attracted a 
total of 1215 viewings. 



 
 

Webcasting spreads - II  
 
 
 
An audience of 38 communications staff, and 
42 online live viewings of the webcast, from 
more than 20 local and joint authorities in the 
Midlands and north of England, participated 
in the webcasting open day at SYJS at the 
end of January.  
 
Bill Wilkinson, Clerk and Treasurer, made the 
opening presentation. Cllr Graham Kyte 
(South Yorkshire Integrated Transport Au-
thority) delivered a member’s view. Former 
Deputy Clerk, Mike Sanderson, spoke in his 
capacity as Chair of Governors at Kirk Balk 
School, Barnsley, on the use of webcasting 
during Local Democracy Week.  
 
As a result of the event, West Yorkshire        
Police Authority are proposing to put a report 
together to take to members for approval;                   
two Local Authorities are actively pursuing 
member support and several more have 
asked for further information. 

Short videos 

 
Two short videos have been produced in-house 
by Craig Tyler, a policy officer at SYJS. 
 
The Police Authority’s participatory  budgeting 
pilot which saw 38 citizens’ award grants to 
community groups, has been edited into a 16 
minute video. The Police Authority has now   
received a £20,000 grant from the Home Office 
to fund a similar event in Rotherham at the end 
of March. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Barnsley Citizens’ Awards Grant pilot 
 
Craig has also made a compilation of the 3 
webcasts lasting 6½ minutes, involving school 
students in ‘Question Time’  sessions with Mick 
Clapham MP, Cllr Jim Andrews (SY Fire &  
Rescue Authority), David Brown, Director    
General of the South Yorkshire Passenger 
Transport  Executive, Cllr Graham Kyte 
(SYITA), Inspector Glyn Bates and Cllr John 
Parkinson (SY Police Authority). 
 

Website 
 
SYJS has provided a web page documenting 
the Joint Authorities’ adoption of webcasting.  
 
Beginning in February 2006 with a research  
report and  coming right up to date with a   
presentation by Bill, the site indexes some of 
the milestones of this project 
www.southyorks.gov.uk  
>>Our Structure>>Legal & Member  
Services>>Webcasting 

Feedback 
 
If you have any queries or suggestions for 
improvements to webcasting,               
please contact: 
Len Cooksey, Member Services Manager 
Tel 01226 772484 or                             
lcooksey@syjs.gov.uk 

Webcasting spreads – I 

 
Barnsley Council was reported by the   
Barnsley Chronicle 2/1/09 to be starting  
webcasting in April.  
 
Cllr Stephen Houghton said: “Hopefully there 
will be a lot of people interested in watching 
it, seeing what we get up to. It's making 
things more transparent, part of the               
democratic process." 
 


